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Contact: Erick Greene, acting associate dean, UM Division of Biological Sciences, (406) 2434433.
UM STUDENT REWARDED WITH FELLOWSHIP
MISSOULA —
Florence Gardipee, a doctoral student at The University of Montana, has been awarded
the first Boyd Evison Graduate Fellowship.
A student in UM’s Division of Biological Sciences, Gardipee will use the award to start
new research on American bison in Yellowstone and Grand Teton national parks.
In her project application, she notes that, “Yellowstone bison are the only free ranging,
wild bison herd in the United States descended, in part, from a continuously wild herd, with
historic and cultural ties to the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.”
Gardipee will use DNA samples and data gathered from bison feces to document the
genetic diversity of this herd, and subsequently discover how genetic diversity, or lack thereof,
affects susceptibility to infectious diseases such as brucellosis in the parks’ wild bison
populations.
Gardipee will use a non-invasive technique in gathering the necessary DNA samples. If
successful, this technique could be used throughout the Greater Yellowstone Area and
elsewhere to increase understanding of bison population dynamics and the relationship between
infectious diseases, genetic variation, and bison behavior.
The Evison Fellowship was established in memory of Boyd Evison after his death in
-more-
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October 2002. Evison retired in 1994 from an 42-year career with the National Park Service
and soon after began a second career as executive director for the Grand Teton Natural History
Association (GTNHA), a non-profit, park partner dedicated to aiding interpretive, educational,
and research programs for Grand Teton National Park.
The Evison Fellowship was created to honor Boyd’s extensive service to both the NPS
and GTNHA. The goal of the fellowship is to encourage scientific and conservation-related
research in national parks. It invites highly motivated, graduate students to conduct thesis
research within Grand Teton and the Greater Yellowstone Area, and supports study leading to
a master’s or doctoral degree in the biosciences, geosciences or social sciences.
Evison Fellowships are awarded for one year, with a second consecutive year offered if
scholars maintain satisfactory academic performance. A maximum two years of funding
includes tuition assistance and a yearly stipend to cover travel and field research costs. Grand
Teton provides housing and office space for students during the field sessions. Upon program
completion, Gardipee must provide a copy of her thesis to the Grand Teton Natural History
Association.
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